
Many web images will be navigational items that link to other pages.  This lesson explains how to achieve this effect.

Creating ALT text

Some people surf the World Wide Web with graphics turned OFF! Most browsers give people with slow modems, lousy service providers, antiquated equipment, or text-based operation systems the ability to leave the graphics out of your web page. Also, the legally blind often use text-to-speech synthesizers when browsing the Web. The synthesizer reads all the words on your page aloud, skipping the pictures.

You need to create short descriptions of each image on your web page for people who cannot see graphics.  These descriptions will display in place of your graphics on a browser that is not displaying images. These descriptions are east to create: all you have to do is add something called an ALT statement to the <img> tag

You can also make the image a ‘clickable’ link. Use EXACTLY the same tags as for a regular link, BUT, where you would normally write the words that would be clicked, you put the img src tag instead.

<a href=“home.html”><img src=“btn1.jpg”alt=“Home” width=“83” height=“27”></a>

The image will have a border around it and the pointer finger will appear when you place your mouse over the image.

To get rid of the border, simply add border=0 to the img src tag.

Note: The disadvantage with removing the border is that it may not be obvious that the image is a link.  If you are going to use images as links, make sure they look like buttons or navigation, so visitors will click on them.

Linking Thumbnails to Larger Images

A thumbnail is a small picture which links to a much larger picture.  If your page has lots of large pictures on it, it will take

f-o-r-e-v-e-r to load.  A simple solution to this is to pit a thumbnail of the picture on your page.  The visitor can ten click the thumbnail to see the larger picture.  To do this you will need to use an image editor to create a smaller version of the large picture.  Upload both pictures (small and large) to your file directory.

Put the thumbnail picture on your page, and link it to the large picture as follows.

<a href=“bigpic.jpg”><img src=“smallpic.jpg” border=0></a>

on to Controlling page text and Link Colour
Click this link to go back to main page HOME
