
Ok, this is where the fun begins and we start creating!!!

Step 1 – Start your text editor

If you have Windows, use ‘Notepad’

If you have a Macintosh use ‘Simple Text’

Step 2 – Type the first HTML Tag

The first tag you type in an HTML document is a tag which identifies the language you are using.  This tag consists of the letters HTML surrounded by angle brackets.

<HTML>

**Note: HTML (the language) is NOT case-sensitive.  You can write the tag above as <HTML> or <html> or <Html> and it will work just fine.  If later on you learn XML, this language IS case sensitive.

Step 3 – Create the Document Header

Below the <HTML> tag type a <HEAD> tag

The <HEAD> is a crucial section of your document since it contains the document title and information that will help Internet search Engines catalog your document correctly.

Step 4 – Title Tag

Every HTML document needs a one-line title.  This title will show up in the title bar at the top of any browser that displays your document.  This should describe the content of the page.  It should be descriptive, but less than 64 characters.  Bookmarks/Favourites display your page title.

An example of a poor title would be “my page” A better title would be “Diana’s Adoptions and Tutorials”

On the line below your <HEAD> tag type <TITLE>, which is the tag we use to mark the beginning of your page title, and search engines use it to catalog your site.  On the same line, make up and type a title for your HTML document.  At the end of your title, type the </TITLE> tag to indicate that you have reached the end of the title.  Don’t forget to type the slash ( / ) inside of this tag.

Step 5 – Meta Tag Description

On the line immediately below your title type the following tag (substituting your own content for the sentences I have typed)

<META name=“description” content=“Write a description of your page between the quotes here. Try to use less then 250 characters, if you can, and try not to repeat yourself too much. Make sure you finish up with a quote mark and an angle bracket.” />

Notice how this tag does not have a end tag. It is a “stand-alone tag” which is completely self-contained. HTML allows these tags to contain opening tags, but not closing tags.  XML requires that a standalone tag have an ending /. 

Also, the “name” attribute is assigned a value of  “description”. Do not type anything other than the word “description”.  Please note that the word “description” should be surrounded by double quote marks.  You are free to write whatever you want as the value of “content”.

One double quote mark should appear at the beginning of the content, and another double quote mark should appear at the end.  However, you cannot have any double quote marks in between those two.

Your web page should now look something like this.

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<TITLE>Diana’s Adoptions and Tutorials</TITLE>

<META name=“description” content=“Diana’s Adoptions and Tutorials, HTML, borders, dolls, Denesth, competition” />

<HEAD> 

Step 6 – Body Tag

The actual contents of your web page is displayed in the <BODY> of the HTML document.  AS soon as you finish typing the </HEAD>, you must immediately enter the <BODY> tag.

Step 7 – Enter some Text

Enter text in this section, anything you like for now

The content will all depend on the reason for you website.

Include contact details, phone numbers, email address …….

Step 8 – Close the Body

Type </BODY>

Step 9 – Close the Document

Type </HTML>

This is the final closing tag and your first web page is complete, it should look something like this:

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<TITLE>Your title here</TITLE>

<META name=“description” content=“ place descriptions of your site go here” />

</HEAD>

<BODY>

Your text goes here

Contact details here

</BODY>

</HTML>

Step 10 - Save your Work

Now it is time to save your work and see what you have done so far. So click in file and save as, your first page should always be called index.html. Notepad will come as a .txt file, make sure you change this or you will not be able to view your page on your browser.

Open the file in your browser to see how it looks, you will see that it has lumped all your text and contact details together, we will look at that shortly.

on to Lines and Breaks
Click this link to go back to main page HOME
