
We can control the placement of an element within a table cell.  By using align and valign we can position text and images just where we want them.

The contents of cells can be aligned left, right, or center.  The default for the table header <TH> is to align center, the default for the table data <TD> is to align left.  If you place the following code <tr align=“center”> into the first row, all of the text and images within that row will be centered as well.  If I place <td align=right> into the item 3 cell it will align the text to the right.  An attribute in a cell will override a conflicting  attribute value which is placed in a row.

Alignment tags can only be used in the TR TH and TD tags and do not work in the TABLE tag.

You can also vertically align the contents of a row or cell.  The default is to vertically align at center.  By placing the code 

<tr valign=“top”> into a row all the elements in that row will vertically align along the top.  If the code <td valign=“bottom”> is inserted into the first cell the picture will align with the bottom and the text that follows will align with the top.

The third line of the table below is an example.

	Picture
	item 1
	item 2
	item 3
	item 4

	
	item a
	item b
	item c
	item d

	[image: image1.png]



	item z
	item y
	item x
	item w

	[image: image2.png]



	item m
	item n
	item o
	item p


<table border=1 width=500 bgcolor=“99ccff”>

<tr>

<th>Picture</th>

<th>item 1</th>

<th>item 2</th>

<th>item 3</th>

<th>item 4</th>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor=“ffffff”>

<td><img src=“dianasplace.gif” alt=“Diana’s Place logo” width=“25” height=“25” ></td>

<td><a href=http://members.optusnet.com.au/dishome/>item a</a></td>

<td>item b</td>

<td>item c</td>

<td>item d</td>

</tr>

<tr align=“top”>

<td valign=“bottom”><img src=“dianasplace.gif” alt=“Diana’s Place logo” width=“25” height=“25” ></td>

<td><a href=http://members.optusnet.com.au/dishome/tutorials.html>item z</a></td>

<td>item y</td>

<td>item x</td>

<td>item w</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor=“ffffff”>

<td><img src=“dianasplace.gif” alt=“Diana’s Place logo” width=“25” height=“25” ></td>

<td><a href=http://members.optusnet.com.au/dishome/links.html>item m</a></td>

<td>item n</td>

<td>item o</td>

<td>item p</td>

</tr>

</table>

Now lets look at size and shape of text within a table.

In Internet Explorer, the table will take on which ever font you have set at the beginning of your page. However in Netscape, the text in tables is altered to the default setting of size 3 Times Roman.  The only way to alter this at this level is to type the (font face=xxxx> into every table cell

<table border=1 width=500 bgcolor=“99ccff”>

<tr>

<th>Picture</th>

<th>item 1</th>

<th>item 2</th>

<th>item 3</th>

<th>item 4</th>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor=“ffffff”>

<td><font face=“ariel”><img src=“dianasplace.gif” alt=“Diana’s Place logo” width=“25” height=“25” ></font></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”><a href=http://members.optusnet.com.au/dishome/>item a</a></font></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”>item b</font></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”>item c</font></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”>item d</font></td>

</tr>
<tr align=“top”>

<td valign=“bottom”> <font face=“ariel”><img src=“dianasplace.gif” alt=“Diana’s Place logo” width=“25” height=“25” ></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”><a href=http://members.optusnet.com.au/dishome/tutorials.html>item z</a></font></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”>item y</font></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”>item x</font></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”>item w</font></td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor=“ffffff”>

<td><font face=“ariel”><img src=“dianasplace.gif” alt=“Diana’s Place logo” width=“25” height=“25” ></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”><a href=http://members.optusnet.com.au/dishome/links.html>item m</a></font></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”>item n</font></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”>item o</font></td>

<td><font face=“ariel”>item p</font></td>

</tr>

</table>

	Picture
	item 1
	item 2
	item 3
	item 4
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	item a
	item b
	item c
	item d
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	item z
	item y
	item x
	item w
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	item m
	item n
	item o
	item p


On to rowspan and colspan
Click this link to go back to main page HOME 

