
Placing images in your web pages can really add interest to your site.

Lets look at which file formats work on the web.

Acceptable image formats

At the present time you can only place 2 image formats onto a web page. There are:

GIF – Graphic interchange format and

JPG or JPEG – Joint photographic expert group.

GIF files by nature, can only contain 256 colours or less.  They work well for graphic based imagery, such as line drawings, illustrations, type design, clip art and cartoons.  GIF – graphics interchange format use LZW compression (based on work done by Lempel-Ziz & Welch), which is a lossless method of reducing file size.

GIF’s also possess the ability to add extra information to the file, which allows transparency, interlacing and animation.  These GIF’s are sometimes referred to as GIF89a files.

Transparency allows the background of a web page to show through selected parts of an image. The transparent GIF has one colour in its colour map, which is identified as the background or transparent colour.  

Another feature of the GIF file format is interlacing. Interlaced images seem to materialise on the screen, rather then loading from the top to the bottom. Images, which are not interlaced, render on screen like pulling down a window shade.  By interlacing your image, you allow visitors to see the full image in about ¼ of the time.  Internet Explorer produces a venetian blind effect and Netscape creates a blocky look.  Designers use interlaced images because they create the perception of a faster download.

The third feature of GIF’s is the ability to do simple frame-by-frame animation.  Using GIF animation software you can produce a single GIF89a file which folds a series of GIF images.  The browser displays each frame of the image; sort of like the page-flipping animation children create.  Control segments between each image allow you to control how many times you cycle through the frames and how quickly you move from one from to another.

GIF animations can become large files quickly, and many people find overuse of animations to be distracting, annoying and a waste of downloading time, so use animations sparingly.

There is no special HTML code required to create a transparent, interlaced or animated GIF’s.  These unique images are created with graphics software.

JPEG images are used for images with millions of colours, like photographs.

Graphic files can be large and can be very slow to load, try to keep the size of all your graphics on your page to a total of under 50K. You also need to include graphics that fit on the average screen.  It is best not to exceed a width of 500 pixels and a height of 300.

go to Downloading Images
Click this link to go back to main page HOME
