
Adding attributes to a table will give it a different look, we can add borders as well as padding and spacing.

Table Borders

By adding a table attribute and a value of (whatever number) you can add a border to the entire table

By adding the border =1 attribute to your table tag eg <table border=1> you table will look like

	item 1 
	item 2
	item 3
	item 4

	item a
	item b
	item c
	item d

	item z
	item y
	item x
	item w

	item m
	item n
	item o
	item p


By adding (table border =10>

It would look something like this

	item 1 
	item 2
	item 3
	item 4

	item a
	item b
	item c
	item d

	item z
	item y
	item x
	item w

	item m
	item n
	item o
	item p


It is better to keep the table borders small so that the information inside the table is the focus not the table itself.

If you plan to use a table to layout the text and images at your site, and do not want the table structure to show, then set the border to zero. <table border=0>

Table Cellpadding

Cellpadding creates extra space between your data and the edge of the cell.  Cellpadding is expressed in pixels and can only be used in the table tag.

<table border=1 cellpadding =10>

The value of 10 is distributed as follows: 5 top, 5 bottom, 5 left and 5 right.

Table Cellspacing

This creates extra space between the data cells – the width of the cell walls. Cellspacing is also expressed in pixels and can only be used in the table tag.

<table border=1 cellpadding=10 cellspacing=10>

The value of 10 is displayed between the cells and also creates an indent from the left and right hand edges.

Table Width

Up until now the tables have been as wide as the data stored within them. You can control the width of your table with the width attribute.  Width is expressed as “%” of the page width, or in pixels.

<table border =1 width=“75%”>

produces a table that is 75% of the screen regardless of screen size.  To test this make your screen smaller and watch the table resize. 

<table border=0 width=“540”>

produces a table that is 540 pixels regardless of the screen size.  To test this, make your screen smaller and watch as the table does not resize.

On to adding graphics, links and colours to tables
Click this link to go back to main page HOME 

